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Ramblers' Association (Lake District Area) 
Group Reports to Area Council: July - September 2014 

 

Carlisle & North Cumbria 
During this period there were eighteen walks 
– mostly in the Lake District. Group 
membership remained steady at 181. In 
September, twenty one members enjoyed a 
four day social/walking event based in 
Liverpool. This included a trip on the 
Manchester Canal up to Salford quays, a ten 
mile walk on part of the Wirral Way which 
ended at West Kirby and a visit to New 
Brighton. A group holiday based in Cloughton, 
near Scarborough, has been organised for 
April next year. Twenty eight members have 
so far expressed interest in taking part. 

Tony Iles 
 

Furness 
The final walks programme for 2014 has now 
been published and distributed by our 
Programme Secretary Jennifer Marshall who 
has also published a Group Newsletter whih 
has proved very popular with members Phil 
Walker our Footpath Coordinator has 
organised Footpath maintenance surveys to 
be carried out by members .These have been 
completed on time and returned to the LDNPA 
for evaluation and action Work on the Group 
website has slowed due to holidays etc. but 
we now have a working ilot which Phil [Walker 
] will continue to improve over the coming 
months. 

George Cubiss 
 

Grange 
We still have committee posts vacant despite 
frequently requesting members to consider 
joining and taking an active role in the running 
of the group. Some posts have been vacant 
for quite some time. 
Footpath work, monitoring and safeguarding 
our footpaths, continues, and the progress of 
the proposed Lakeland Gateway footpath 
continues to unfold step by step. 
The Group’s coach outing in May saw a full 
coach leave for a whole day’s outing in the 
Dales. A very enjoyable occasion for all. 
The annual coffee morning was brought 
forward from its traditional first Friday in 
August to the last week of July, so that the 
group could use the Parish Hall before it sadly 
closed its doors on the 31st of that month. 

Next year a new venue will have to be 
arranged. 
Walk reports were absent from our local 
publication on two consecutive months – due 
to "technical problems" with the publisher, 
Grange Now. Things are now back to normal 
and we once again see our reports featuring 
regularly in each edition. 
First aid kits have been researched and 
purchased for the group, as it had been felt for 
some time that this was something our walk 
leaders should have to hand when leading a 
walk. 

Ann Thorpe 
 

Kendal 
Current total membership 352. 
One of Kendal Ramblers’ founding members 
and initiator of our Walks in South Lakeland 
Books, Mrs Margaret Adams, died in 
September and many Kendal Ramblers 
attended her funeral.  
Walks are twice weekly. New programme 
organisers are aiming to widen the scope of 
walks. We continue to urge members to report 
problems. 

The Committee made the bold decision to 
purchase, from a local Kendal manufacturer, 
two pop-up banners to use for publicity 
purposes. These can be seen on our website. 

We held a publicity/coffee morning fund raiser 
at Kendal Town Hall in August to pay for the 
banners, which were used at the event. They 
were next used in September at the 
Westmorland Show, where Kendal Ramblers 
had a presence in the Countryside Arena 
area. As a result we attracted a lot of interest, 
and gave away National and local Ramblers 
publicity literature, 150 copies of Walk 
Magazine provided by members and Central 
Office, balloons, badges etc. A very 
successful day which also resulted in great 
book sales. 

Two thirds of our membership now receive 
our regular group newsletter (most recent 
July) walks programmes and general mailings 
by Email, saving £90 per distribution. 
Members enjoyed a week long walking holiday in 
September at Buttermere and a weekend at 
Pitlochry at the beginning of October.  
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Future events:  

 October: Quiz and Supper night 

 November: AGM with Jacobs Join 

 December. Christmas lunch. 

Polly Robin and Terry Doherty. 
 
Lancaster 
The group has carried out regular footpath 
surveys, usually two per month. All members 
are encouraged to take part in these. There 
have been 28 clearance reports from 
Lancashire County Council; 77 are ongoing.  

Our walks programme has provided two walks 
a week plus a weekly evening walk. These 
are advertised locally by poster, on our own 
web site and on the Virtual Lancaster web 
site.  

We now have 62 members receiving their 
programme and newsletter by Email.  

We have set up small groups to consider the 
status of historic paths and longstanding 
departures from the definitive map. First 
meeting was held in Lancaster Library in 
September.  

We are attempting to resurrect the "Limestone 
Link" leaflet (formerly published by South 
Lakeland District Council). 

We are running an initial "GPS Forum" in 
October to ascertain interest and expertise. 
We are considering setting up a "work party" 
for path clearance if enough interest shown by 
members.  

Sales of walks books have been good this 
year. Stocks of most books are running low, 
so we will need to consider the future sales 
strategy.  
Our membership at the end of August (latest 
available) was 274. 

David Johnson 
 

Penrith 
Penrith has four regular walking groups each 
Wednesday with a huge variety of walks 
graded from very strenuous to easy, walks of 
varying grades each Saturday and short 
social walks on Thursday evenings during the 
summer months. In total there were just under 

300 walks and the average Wednesday saw 
about 90 members participating. The group 
also organised four walks covering the first 
section of a new series of walks entitled the 
Eden Wheel.  
The social side of the group continues to 
flourish with a successful walking weekend 
which was held in Whitby in April, another 
planned for Coniston next spring being fully 
subscribed, a fish and chip supper on 
Ullswater in June and Christmas lunch fully 
booked.  
The C group also arranged several social 
events, and some of the A group have 
organised several weekends away in Scotland 
as well as completing a cycle ride from Lands 
End to John O’Groats. 
The book “Walks in the Penrith Area” 
continues to do well: nearly 1500 copies have 
now been sold.  
Committee meetings were all well attended. 
The group web site, penrithramblers.org.uk, is 
a great source of information for our members 
and visitors alike, and some members have 
been working on a new web site which it is  
hoped will be launched in the New Year. The 
group newsletter, with its broad mix of 
features, helps to keep the membership fully 
informed of the group’s activities as well as 
covering national Ramblers issues. 

Alan Duval 
 

Summitt Good 
The group has had a varied walking programme 
over the last few months. Lower level walks have 
included an Elterwater circuit and Coniston to 
Black Fell via Tarn Hows. Higher level walks have 
included Wetherlam, Crinkle Crags, and Helvellyn. 
The group also enjoyed a weekend at Skiddaw 
House Youth Hostel near Keswick, which included 
climbing Skiddaw Little Man, Skiddaw, and 
Bakestall. There have unfortunately been more 
gaps than usual in the walking programme due to 
a shortage of walk leaders. The group welcomes 
new members. Walks normally take place each 
Sunday and are graded at different levels. A list of 
walks can be seen on the group web site: 
www.summittgood.blogspot.com 

Suzanne Gates

 


